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leave your legacy
Get Started
Develop Your Vision
It starts with your personal vision. Think about what is most important to you—your values, passions and vision for the Jewish community and beyond.  Discuss your ideas with family and trusted financial advisors and the professional gift planning professionals at the Foundation.
Declare Your Intent
When you make the decision to set aside a part of your estate for charitable causes, you’ve made your first important step. You do not have to know the details of your legacy gift right now. Remember to contact the Jewish Community Foundation to share your intent and start working together on the details of your plan.  Your conversations are strictly confidential.
Personalize Your Legacy Plan
We are here to help you design your personal legacy plan that describes the purposes of your gift and which organizations and causes you want to support. It ensures that details of how your gift should be used in the future are clear and appropriately documented.
Document Your Legacy Plan
The Jewish Community Foundation is here to help you with this important step. To ensure that your intent and wishes are honored today and for the future, contact the Foundation for help in designing and customizing your personal legacy plan

Create a Fund
The Foundation can help you create a charitable fund to support the causes you care about and have impact in the community.  Choose from the range of funds we administer that are best suited to your needs:
Donor advised funds
· support your favorite causes on your time schedule
· recommend grants to the organizations and charitable causes you care about
· involve your family in a meaningful giving experience
· minimum gift to start a donor advised fund is $10,000, with a build up option
Unrestricted community funds
· help the Foundation fund innovation and long-term solutions for community challenges
· help the Jewish community where the needs are greatest
· minimum gift to start an unrestricted fund is $5,000, with a build up option
Designated funds
· distribute grants each year for a specific organization or cause
· endow your support for generations to come
· minimum gift to start a designated fund is $5,000, with a build up option
Scholarship funds
· provide scholarships to deserving students pursuing higher education
· help teens and young adults enjoy learning experiences in Israel
· minimum gift to start a scholarship fund is $25,000, with a build up option
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Planned Gift Calculator
Access and calculate charitable deductions for your favorite planned gifts. Go to calculator.
[bookmark: 778][image: Alan Parker]“I feel confident referring my clients to the Jewish Community Foundation. It offers flexibility to donors, both in the types of funds that can be created and in the way the funds are used for the benefit of the community. The professionals at the Foundation are experienced, knowledgeable and accommodating.”
- Alan S. Parker, Esq.
Pullman & Comley, LLC

Become a partner
By choosing to work with the Jewish Community Foundation, you are helping to build a healthy and vital organization, while gaining access to the Foundation's endowment and investment expertise.
Here are some of the benefits of establishing an agency fund at the Jewish Community Foundation:
· Investment Management
Because our investment dollars are pooled, we have access to opportunities and expertise not available to smaller investors. We work with Colonial Consulting, a New York-based investment consultant that serves 94 clients, including 27 community foundations.
· Fund Management Services
We provide administrative services, including accounting and record keeping. We can also manage various types of gifts to the fund, including appreciated securities, real estate, closely-held stock, insurance policies and bequests.
· Planned Giving
Our comprehensive planned giving program features charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, and charitable lead trusts.
· Increased Donor Confidence
Having a fund at the Foundation gives your organization an affiliation with a respected community foundation and is a cost effective and practical way to manage and build your long-term charitable funds. Our history and mission can help reassure your donors and local agencies that their assets will be carefully stewarded. In addition, by partnering with the Foundationm, you will be telling your constituents that you are building for the future and intend to serve the community for many years to come.

Create an agency endowment
Nonprofit organizations establish agency endowment funds at the Jewish Community Foundation to grow charitable assets to meet their current and future needs.

The Jewish Community Foundation encourages area nonprofit organizations to consider building endowments as part of their long range planning. Endowment funds provide a steady source of revenue to support their charitable mission and programs. Agency endowment funds are well suited to assure donors that the organization’s endowment will not be invaded for current uses and to honor a donor’s specific restriction on the charitable use of an endowment gift or bequest.

To start, a nonprofit organization transfers assets to the Foundation to create a permanent endowment fund. The Foundation manages the investment of the assets, administrative records and distributions, and may accepts gifts from donors to your organization’s agency endowment fund. An annual payout consistent with our spending policy is made to the organization each year.

An agency endowment fund can be started with a contribution of $25,000 or more.  An agency endowment fund can also provide peace of mind for the organization's leadership.  Regardless of changes in your staff or Board of Directors, your endowment's purpose and healthy growth will not be affected. 

We are pleased to make available DonorCentral, an online tool for viewing your organization’s fund activity.  The information is updated quarterly.  DonorCentral is secure, fast, easy to use and available 24 hours a day. 
Should you need current information or have any questions, please contact Susie Lotreck, VP Operations and Donor Services at 860.523.7460.

Power of endowment
Endowment gifts ensure that an organization, cause or program you care about receives steady financial support on a regular basis, in perpetuity. Nonprofit recipients can count on these dollars and plan their work accordingly.
Endowment gifts also ensure that your legacy is remembered for generations to come, in service of the things about which you care most.
When you make an endowment gift, the dollars are invested for the long term. A percentage of the total endowment is granted to the beneficiary you've named on a regular basis. The endowment is managed with the goal of growing at least at the pace of inflation, so that your gift will always maintain its buying power. For more information, contact our Kathryn Gonnerman, our Vice President of Philanthropy, at kgonnerman@jcfhartford.org. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the RRR Fund!  We are stronger together. Here is a thank-you video message from Dana Keller and Bruce Fischman, Co-chairs of the RRR Fund Development Committee: https://youtu.be/sfSPGky53Bk 

Our investment philosophy
The Foundation manages the charitable funds entrusted to it with a view towards growth that will support grantmaking today and in the future.  It follows a disciplined approach to investing and managing risk.  We seek to:
1. Earn a sufficient “real” rate of return that supports the Foundation’s spending policy and maintains the purchasing power of its assets adjusted for inflation in perpetuity and;
2. Control portfolio risk and volatility in order to produce a stable and predictable flow of revenue for grant making and programmatic support of local agencies and still meet the Foundation’s return objective.
The Foundation’s long-term investment objective is to earn a return at least equal to the Consumer Price Index plus the spending rate.  There will be periods of time when it is difficult or impossible to achieve the Foundation’s long-term return objective.  However, the Foundation’s strategy is designed to achieve its objectives over time, accounting for both good and challenging years.
We follow a “total return” approach to investing.  A “total return” investment approach encourages an appropriate commitment to equities and other asset classes that have tended to produce greater long-term returns than fixed income securities.  It makes no distinction between investment income and capital appreciation.


The responsibility for employing prudent investment strategies to protect and enhance the funds entrusted to the Foundation rests with the Board of Trustees.  The Investment Committee manages the pooled investment portfolio in accordance with guidelines and policies established by the Board and reports to the Board on a quarterly basis. Crewcial Partners, LLC https://www.crewcialpartners.com/
provides specialized research, monthly manager performance summaries and quarterly portfolio analysis and reports.  In addition, it carefully monitors each investment manager’s portfolio, reporting any issues to the Foundation.

Why Choose Us
If you're looking for impact, flexibility and a partnership with a knowledgeable expert, the Jewish Community Foundation is the perfect choice.  Here are 10 reasons why:
1. Experience. The Jewish Community Foundation has served Greater Hartford since 1972 and currently manages almost 1100 funds for individual, family and foundation donors and local nonprofits. During its long history of partnering with donors and the community, the Foundation has earned an outstanding reputation for integrity and service.
2. Maximum tax benefits. The Foundation is a public charity. Every fund created at the Jewish Community Foundation qualifies for the maximum charitable tax deduction permitted by law.
3. Security. The responsibility for employing prudent investment strategies to carry out the Foundation's mission rests with its Board of Trustees. The Trustees determine overall investment policies and asset allocation guidelines and set the Foundation's payout rate. The Investment Committee implements the Foundation's investment policies, selects investment managers and monitors investment performance.
Funds are generally commingled for investment purposes. However, the Foundation administers each fund as a separate account and reports each fund's activities on an individual basis. The Jewish Community Foundation invests its assets to provide support for the community’s current needs and to preserve charitable resources for use by future generations.
4. Strategic philanthropic services. Our extensive knowledge of the local, national and international Jewish community is at your fingertips. Our experienced, professional staff is ready to support you and your client's charitable giving interests.
5. Donor services. Courteous, knowledgeable and responsive Foundation staff are always ready to answer questions and concerns – of individuals and professional advisors -- and will turn challenges into opportunities, ensuring prompt attention to donor needs.
6. Flexibility and simplicity. Donors are able to create funds in any name they choose, for the charitable purposes they choose. With many charitable giving options available through the Foundation, solutions can be tailored to meet donors’ specific needs, visions and objectives.
7. Recognition or anonymity. You and your family may choose to receive public recognition or remain anonymous.
8. Legacy. With the Foundation, you can create a Jewish legacy for your family and the causes you value -- from generation to generation.
9. Effective leadership and accountability. A sixteen member Board of Trustees serves as the governing body of the Jewish Community Foundation. The Trustees oversee operations, set policies and make final decisions on all grant awards. It is the Board's responsibility to ensure that distributions made from the funds the Foundation holds are in keeping with donors' wishes and address the challenges that face our community as it changes and grows.
10. Values-driven philanthropy. Giving is about values - the mitzvah of tzedakah and the obligation of tikkun olam. These values lie at the heart of each relationship the Jewish Community Foundation has with its donors. Values are central to the process of creating a philanthropic vision that incorporates each donor's personal and family financial needs, tax and estate planning

Frequently Asked Questions
[bookmark: 764]What is the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Hartford?
The Jewish Community Foundation is a unique community resource that empowers individuals and families to fulfill their philanthropic goals on their terms. The Foundation offers donors flexibility and choice. We assist donors from all walks of life in structuring charitable gifts and building lasting legacies their way. Learn more about giving through our Foundation.
The Jewish Community Foundation is among the largest foundations awarding grants in the State of Connecticut. It serves as a conduit between donors’ charitable intentions and critical needs in our community. It also offers ways for donors to give to the charitable causes they care most about. Foundation grants have launched or supported a broad range of programs and activities in the Jewish community… and beyond. Review recent grants.
The Jewish Community Foundation is a steward of the Greater Hartford Jewish Community’s charitable endowment. Established in 1972, it manages over 1,150 charitable funds created by individuals, families, private foundations, synagogues and other nonprofits. Learn more about how we manage the funds entrusted to us.

How do we help personalize your giving?
Our philosophy is to help you give…your way.  You can make gifts in any amount that start working today, or you can leave bequests that will benefit the community in the future.  No matter why or how much you choose to give, or what charitable causes you choose to support, the Foundation staff will work closely with you to explore, sharpen and focus your charitable objectives.  We believe that everyone can be a philanthropist! 
The Foundation offers donor services, resources and tools to make your giving easier and more effective.
· A team of respected, knowledgeable and experienced professionals dedicated to understanding and protecting your charitable intentions
· A wide range of charitable and planned giving choices, including opportunities for anonymous giving and grant making
· Donor advised funds that allow ‘one stop shopping’ for charitable giving
· Professional investment and administration of funds
· Regular reporting on the investment, gifts and grant activity of funds
· Innovative grant funding opportunities and special projects locally and in Israel
· Online tools for grantmaking
· Due diligence on grant requests and awards to ensure appropriate use of funds
· Educational forums on current topics in philanthropy
· Assurance that a donor’s charitable intentions are fulfilled even when the donor is no longer personally available to do so.
· How will my gift be managed?
· Charitable gifts made to our Foundation - whether to establish or build a fund - are commingled for investment purposes. Each fund is maintained as a separate account and is reported on an individual basis. Investment earnings and losses are allocated to individual funds using unitized accounting, much like a mutual fund. Any investment return earned in excess of total distributions made from a fund remains in that fund, so as to combat inflation, overcome down markets and grow the fund over time. Learn more about investment management at the Jewish Community Foundation.

How do I get started?
The Jewish Community Foundation can help you at every stage of developing and moving forward with your giving plan.
[image: Creating Your Legacy]
Step 1: Think about your goals. A conversation with family members or a professional advisor, often at the time of a milestone event, is a common way to start thinking about charitable giving in a personalized way.
Step 2: Talk to us.  There are many ways to give.  By working with the Jewish Community Foundation, you can feel assured that your priorities, the degree of your desired involvement and your vision will guide the gift planning process.
Step 3: Decide when to give.  This decision is based on your personal financial situation and giving objectives.  Does it make the most sense to contribute to an existing fund, establish a new fund during your lifetime, or create a lasting gift in the future through your estate plan?
Step 4: Decide what to give. The Jewish Community Foundation offers flexibility and choice. We can consult with you on a confidential basis about the different assets that can best carry out your personal objectives in a taxwise manner and support your charitable pursuits.
Please call 860.523.7460 to speak with a member of our experienced development staff.

Donor Bill of Rights
Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of life. To ensure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in the nonprofit organizations and causes they are asked to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

I. To be informed of the organization's mission, of the way the organization intends to use donated resources, and of its capacity to use donations effectively for their intended purposes.

II. To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization's governing board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent judgment in its stewardship responsibilities.

III. To have access to the organization's most recent financial statements.

IV. To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they were given.

V. To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition.

VI. To be assured that information about their donation is handled with respect and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law.

VII. To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations of interest to the donor will be professional in nature.

VIII. To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, employees of the organization or hired solicitors.

IX. To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists that an organization may intend to share.

X. To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive prompt, truthful and forthright answers.
 
Printed with permission from the Association of Fundraising Professionals.


Our Commitment to Transparency
The Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Hartford is committed to transparency, for the benefit of our community and the philanthropic field as a whole. Openness engenders continuous learning and leads to faster progress towards solving the intractable issues that are important to our community. Philanthropy is stronger when all parties prioritize evaluation, accountability and informed decision-making.

Our commitment to transparency is just one of many ways the Foundation expresses its responsibility to the community and to the open, collaborative nature of philanthropy at its best.
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https://www.guidestar.org/profile/06-1372107 

Driving Directions
I-84 heading westbound
· Take exit 48, Asylum Street
· Turn right at light onto Asylum Avenue
· Turn right at Scarborough Street (.6 miles)
· Turn left on to Rt. 44 west/Albany Avenue
· Take first right onto  Rt. 189/Bloomfield Avenue (.3 miles)
· At 3rd light,  bear left onto Rt. 185/Simbsury Road
· Entrance is on right (approximately  .3 miles) – look for Zachs Campus sign
· Follow road to front of building
I-84 heading eastbound
· Take exit 43, Park Road
· Turn right at light at end of the ramp
· Make immediate left onto Trout Brook Drive
· At 7th stoplight, take a right onto Albany Avenue/Rt. 44
· Take 3rd left onto Mohegan Drive
· Go straight for 1 mile
· Take a right  at the blinking yellow light onto Simsbury Road/ Rt. 185
· Entrance is the 3rd  left – look for Zachs Campus sign
· Follow road to front of building
I-91 northbound
· Take exit 32A to merge onto 84 west
· Take exit 48, Asylum Street
· Turn right at light onto Asylum Avenue
· Turn right at Scarborough Street (.6 miles)
· Turn left on to Rt. 44 west/Albany Avenue
· Take first right onto  Rt. 189/Bloomfield Avenue (.3 miles)
· At 3rd light,  bear left onto Rt. 185/Simsbury Road
· Entrance is on right (approximately  .3 miles) – look for Zachs Campus sign
· Follow road to front of building
I-91 southbound
· Take exit 35B, Rt. 218 west
· Follow Rt. 218 for 3.75 miles
· Turn left at light onto Bloomfield Avenue
· At 3rd stoplight turn right on Simsbury Road/ Rt. 185
· Entrance is on right (approximately  .3 miles) – look for Zachs Campus sign
· Follow road to front of building
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Give Now

Give Now

Making an online gift to the Jewish Community Foundation is quick, safe and secure.

Fund Information

1 would like to contribute to the following fund:

*Fund name [ - select - ~]

Please select the fund from the list above. If the fund does not exist in the
list, select "Other: Fill in Fund Name or Giving Circle Below:", and enter the
fund name in the textbox below.

[1nsert name of other fund |

Gift Information

*All funds that receive a credit card gift will incur a processing fee of 2.5% of the amount of your gift.
Please consider adding that amount to your gift.
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Gift Information

*All funds that receive a credit card gift will incur a processing fee of 2.5% of the amount of your gift.
Please consider adding that amount to your gift.

“If this gift is in honor or in memory or on

*Please provide the name and address of the ‘ ‘
person to be notified of this gift:

behalf of someone, please speci

[J1 prefer to make this donation anonymously

when prompted by PayPal on the follo

Greater Hartford, In

g page.

This information is necessary for the Foundation's tax and acknowledgement process for your

charitable donation.

Your address will be kept confidential.
NATE VIA PAYP, = SEE

If you have any questions, contact us at 860.523.7460 or donate@jcfhartford.org.
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Teen Philanthropy Fund

| Help teens become philanthropists by teaching them about the real needs of the
community through presentations by agency representatives, site visits, group
discussions and individual research.

Give to the Teen Philanthropy Fund

The Children’s Fund

Support programs, such as the Hartford Jewish Coalition for Literacy, where
volunteers tutor at-risk students throughout the school year to read.

Give to the Children’s Fund.

Fund for Social Justice

Support projects that further justice and the fair and equal treatment of all
persons through the Jewish Community Relations Council.

Give to the Fund for Social Justice.

The Foundation Fund

The Foundation Fund sustains the work of the Foundation in shaping the long-

° term future of the Greater Hartford Jewish community. Grants from this fund
support our community grantmaking programs, Center on Good Governance,
giving circles, family and youth philanthropy, gift planning counset and
community-wide Leave a Jewish Legacy Initiative.

Give to the Foundation Fund
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The Helping Fund

Help the community's most vulnerable members—individuals having trouble
making ends meet with basic necessities or those who have lost their jobs.
Give to the Helping Fund.

Fund for Special Needs
Help individuals with disabilities lead full and independent lives and be active
members of our community.

Give to the Fund for the Special Needs.

PJ Library Fund

Help Jewish children learn about their religious and cultural identity and begin a
Jewish journey.

Give to the PJ Library Fund

Teen Philanthropy Fund
, Help teens become philanthropists by teaching them about the real needs of the
community through presentations by agency representatives, site visits, group
discussions and individual research.

Give to the Teen Philanthropy Fund

The Children’s Fund

Support programs, such as the Hartford Jewish Coalition for Literacy, where
volunteers tutor at-risk students throughout the school year to read.

Give to the Children’s Fund.
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